1638-39] LE JEUNE'S RELATION, 1638 101

CHAPTER VII.

DAY OF ST. JOSEPH A SOLEMN ONE AMONG THE HURONS,
ON ACCOUNT OF CERTAIN CIRCUMSTANCES.

HEN we saw our good Joseph in the course
W of a true Christian, we desired the same
grace for his wife, [48] for the good of his
whole family; for although she believed in God, she
did not so soon put away all that was contrary to the
law of God. Now it pleased, as we believe, the great
St. Joseph, Patron of this family and of all the coun-
try, to touch her heart in such a way that we deemed
it fitting to arrange her Baptism for the day of his
feast. On the eve of that auspicious day, her hus-
band made a solemn feast to his relatives and friends,
the most prominent people of the town, at which we
were present. He began it with the benediction of
the Church; and, while the kettle was being emp-
tied, he entertained them nobly. This is what he
said: ‘“ My Brothers, I am pleased to have you know
that my wife is entirely resolved to believe in God
and to serve him, and that from now on she aban-
dons forever all the superstitions of the country, in
order to be baptized. As for myself and the rest of
my family, we all were baptized during our sickness.
Echon will only finish a certain thing that remains
to be done.”” He ended the whole ceremony with
the Christian thanksgiving, which he uttered in a
loud voice.
The news was no sooner spread through the village



